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Fistula Suitability for Dialysis
Fistula suitability was assessed in 758 randomized patients (85.49% and in 95.8% of those who initiated dialysis soon enough to have suitability assessed (Figure), Of
the fistulas assessed for suitability, the percentage with suitability failure did not differ between the clopidogrel group and the placebo group (61.8% vs 59.5%;
relative risk, 1.05; 95% CI, 0.94-1.17; # = .40} {Table 3}. The estimated relative risk of 1.05 was unchanged in the sensitivity analyses that incarporated imputation
far the missing suitability outcomes, Similarly, there was no difference between groups in the percentage with suitability failure when fistulas that were treated with
a percutaneous or surgical intervention because of poor maturation were classified as suitability failures {67.5% vs 65.4%; relative risk, 1.04; 95% CI, 0.94-1.15;
L= .42,
View this table: Table 3. Fistula Suitahility Failure
[in this windaow]
[in @ new window] < ::l
[as 2 PowerPoint slide]
In both treatment groups, most of the fistula suitability failure outcomes were due to lack of use of the fistula during the ascertainment period, either because the
fistula had already been abandoned or because the treating physician thought that it had not yet matured adequately (Table 33, Because of the possibility that our
criteria for fistula suitability were too stringent, as a sensitivity analysis we removed the dialysis machine blood flaw criteria from the definition of suitability and
classified fistulas as suitable solely on the basis of use during 8 dialysis sessions during the suitability ascertainment period. Using this modified definition, the averall
fistula suitability failure rate was 49.9% and there was no difference between treatment groups (47.8% in the clopidogrel group vs 52.1% in the placebo group;
relative risk, 0,92; 95% CI, 0.81-1.07; £ = .30},
Adverse Events
Adverse events were similar in the 2 treatment groups (Table 4}, In particular, neither the frequency nor the severity of bleeding events was greater among
participants treated with clopidogrel than among those who received placebao,
View this taule: Table 4. adverse Events®
[in this window]
[in 2 new window] <:|
[as 2 PowerPoint slide]
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If we are prepared to accept this view it would seem reasonable
to treat any case of accessible intra-ocular sarcoma by the foregoing
means where the growth has not as yet seriously spoiled the eye,
and in the rare cases where the growth occurs in an only eye or in an
eye which is the only useful eye it would seem the proper treatment
to adopt. It is, however, clearly impossible to make any dogmatic
statement at this stage and further experience must be awaited.

The fact that dissemination may already have taken place before
the seed was inserted makes it additionally difficult to form a sound
judgment. I have known a patient die of dissemination twelve
years after the removal of an eye for melanotic sarcoma, and
without any local recurrence, and in such a case it seems necessary
to suppose that dissemination occurred twelve years before causing
death but had remained latent. (Roy. Lond. Ophthal. Hosp.
Reps., 1914, XIX, Part III, 421.)

With regard to technique it may be stated that it is not difficult
to insert, and afterwards to remove, a radon seed from the substance
of some cases at least of intra-ocular melanotic sarcoma without
causmg intra-ocular haemorrhage or any other complication, and 1
have since shown in other cases that this can be done even though
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Prolonged Hyperamylasemia in Diabetic Ketoacidosis

Eric vanSonnenberg, MD, C. S. Pitchumoni, MD, FRCP(C)

SOMOGYI’'S pioneer report on blood
diastase, associating diabetic ketoaci-
dosis (DK A) with low serum amylase,
has been meodified by subsequent
studies to the extent that the econ-
verse is now commonly accepted to be
true. Several reports have repeatedly
demonstrated*—and others subse-
quently analyzed®*—the importance of
an elevated serum amylase level and
its relation to the pancreas in DKA.
We report a case with many sim-
ilarities to the aforementioned, but
unique in its prolonged hyper-
amylasemia with minimal to no ab-
dominal findings in a patient with
DKA and coma, lactic acidosis, hypo-
thermia, and hypotension.

Report of a Case

A b4-year-old nonalcoholic woman, a
known diabetic for three years who was
taking chlorpropamide and phenformin

mm Hg, 16; and pH, 6.90. The white blood
cell count was 10,900/cu mm, with 81 poly-
morphonuclear leukocytes, eight stabs, ten
lymphocytes, and one monocyte. The he-
moglobin level was 13.2 gm/100 ml, with a
hematocrit reading of 41%. Serum amylase
value was 1,300 Caraway units, and serum
lactate level was 81.7 mg/100 ml, with a
pyruvate level of 3 mg/100 ml. Urinalysis
showed 8 to 12 white blood cells per high
power field, 4+ glucose, and moderate
ketones. Eleetrocardiogram showed sinus
tachycardia. Chest roentgenogram showed
evidenee of fibrotic changes in both upper
lung fields, with no areas of infiltration. An
abdominal roentgenogram film showed non-
specific bowel distention.

The patient was initially treated with
adequate amounts of fluid, insulin, bicar-
bonate, and a hyperthermic blanket. Cere-
brospinal fluid contained a protein level of
82 mg/100 ml but was otherwise normal.
Blood, urine, and cerebrospinal fluid cul-
tures were negative; no acid-fast orga-
nigms wers demnnatratad

cause of the hyperamylasemia included up-
per gastrointestinal x-ray series and chol-
ecystogram, which were normal. Results
of ultrasonography of the abdomen were
normal. Serum triglyceride values were 76
mg/100 ml; and cholesterol level, 121
mg/100 ml. Serum protein electrophoresis
showed a normal pattern. Antinuclear an-
tibody and lupus erythematosus prepara-
tions were negative.

The patient was discharged on the 14th
day, with a serwin amylase level of 440
Caraway units.

Comment

The presence of hyperamylasemia
in a patient with DKA raises three
questions: (1) Is the pancreatitis
caused by diabetes mellitus? (2) Is the
diabetes mellitus, as well as the ke-
toacidosis, a consequence of acute and
chronic pancreatitis? Or finally, (3) is
the amylase elevation in DKA unre-
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